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Hope, Healing, Connection
Dear Friends,
   
This past year, the Catherine 
Place Board of Directors, staff 
and partners looked deeply 
at the question, “What is it 
time for now?” That reflection 
resulted in the adoption of 
our new logo along with its 
stated intention of Catherine 
Place being a place where 
women find Hope, Healing 
and Connection. 

In our reflection process we were also inspired to lift up the core values 
so lovingly offered to us by our Founding Mothers – the Tacoma Domini-
cans.  We celebrate what women are able to accomplish where these 
values prevail . . . and highlight a few of the ways weaving these togeth-
er made a positive difference in women’s lives last year. You can see the 
wisdom, vibrancy and strength of these values reflected in the stories 
and faces of the women on these pages.

As we continue our work of responding to the evolving needs of women 
and families in our community we think of you, our friends, partners and 
donors – and we smile. We are ever grateful for your generous, loving 
support of Catherine Place. 

Peace & gratitude,

Judy Mladineo	    Kelli Hoekstra
Director   	    Board Chair



Empowering Women

Catherine Place 
cycling enthusiasts 
teamed up to join in 
the Cycle the Wave 
event.

In the past year, Catherine Place welcomed more than 867 
women for  Individual Support & Advocacy.  We offer compas-
sionate listening, respect and affirmation as each woman shares 
her story and is empowered to move forward.  

Collaboration with more than 92 local organizations allowed us 
to provide service to over 1,500 women in our community.

More than 210 women took advantage of opportunities to 
connect and share experiences and wisdom in our ongoing 
circles and groups, including WomenSpirit Circle, INSCAPE Poetry 
and Lovingkindness Meditation.

420 women joined us for workshops and events addressing 
self-care, creativity, safety, nonviolent communication, global 
women’s issues and more.

Healing Arts Practitioners provided more than 223 hours of 
service in the form of Yoga, Healing Touch, Reiki, and Qi Gong 
sessions, honoring the vital mind-body-spirit connection.

85 women participated in Juntas en Transicion (Together in 
Transition), Pierce County’s only ongoing domestic violence 
prevention and support program offered in Spanish.   



In our continuing efforts to support healthy relationships and strengthen 
communication skills, Catherine Place hosted an all-day training on Non-
violent (Compassionate) Communication.  Participants have followed 
up with discussions and small group practice sessions.                                                                                

Addressing the deep need we have for self-care and compassion in 
these demanding times, Catherine Place welcomed 150 people to our 
first Self-Care Luncheon: Nurturing Ourselves, Caring for Others. The 
event featured Laura van Dernoot Lipsky, founder of the Trauma Stew-
ardship Institute.

In new efforts, we participated 
in The Wave Foundation’s 
Cycle the Wave Bike Ride to 
end violence against women 
and, with the help of long-time 
friends and Tacoma Community 
House, hosted our first ONE 
BILLION RISING FOR JUSTICE 
gathering as part of the global 
V-DAY Movement to break 
the chain of violence against 
women.   
                                                                                                            
This year women found new 
ways to expand and express their creativity in our new Music for the 
Soul and Cooking with Soul Series.  We were also happy to host writing 
workshops, basket weaving, art collage, a poetry reading, a book signing, 
and many celebratory events.

Throughout the year, Catherine Place advocates spoke out for equal-
ity and justice in the community, while providing resources for legal, 
financial, and housing assistance to women. 

Our connections continue to grow  locally, nationally and even glob-
ally.  This year we welcomed women from throughout the U.S. and were 
happy to host our sisters from Hearts for Zambia and from Maher Ash-
ram in India who shared their stories with our community.

Sr. Lucy Kurien of India’s Maher Ashram, pic-
tured here with our own Sr. Peg Murphy, made 
a very welcome return visit. 

Sharing Our Stories



“Thank you for being there when I 
really needed a person with whom I 
could be honest about my suffering ... 
I am becoming happier, healthier and 
more able to take care of myself. Peace, 
joy and love to all of you who work to 
make this beautiful haven available for 
any woman.”  

~ Sandy

“The whole experience of the Women's 
Circle was one of the most beneficial 
experiences I have ever had. . . These 
circles are definitely vital in helping 
women who at a point in their life, 
have not yet learned to believe their 
potential is unlimited and they can be 
anything they believe they can.” 
                                                                     ~ Renea 

Elizabeth, one of the approximately 650 women affected by violence who 
turned to Catherine Place, found emotional support and encouragement 
to attend school and find a job. When she thinks of her experiences here, 
she feels “protected, strong, happy, relaxed, and loved.”

 “After one of our meetings this 
spring, three women told me 
they were enrolling in college 
and a fourth shared that she 
was starting her own business. 
It inspired us all!”  

~ Marisol, Juntas facilitator

“Inspired in part by the self-
care luncheon, I have been 
making efforts in several 
areas of my life to balance 
my schedule and live a more 
healthy life.” 

~ Margaret

Members of the INSCAPE Poetry groups 
welcomed Washington Poet Laureate 
Kathleen Flenniken to Catherine Place.

Claiming Our Voices

Healing Touch practitioner Wanda Buckner (l), 
here with Catherine Place executive director Judy 
Mladineo, signed copies of her new book.



Catherine Place Financial Summary
Fiscal Year July 2013–June 2014

SUPPORT & INCOME
Donations $69,082

Corporate Gifts & Grants $54,165

Program Revenue/Contracts $29,059

Special Events $20,293

TOTAL CASH INCOME $172,599

In-Kind Professional Staff $50,000

TOTAL SUPPORT & INCOME $222,599

EXPENSES
Program Services $116,044

General Operations $47,061

Development $46,568

Facilities $15,746

TOTAL EXPENSES* $225,419

*Includes $50,000 of In-Kind Staff
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Through an ongoing commitment to conservative spending and an 
increase in donations, we ended our fiscal year above our budgeted net 
income, while financially supporting the position of an Executive Direc-
tor.  We gratefully acknowledge the Tacoma Dominicans who continue to 
provide the services of our amazing Director Emerita.

Last year we continued to receive funding from the STOP Violence 
Against Women Grant and Crystal Judson Family Justice Center, and 
were new grant recipients of the Puyallup Tribe, Tulalip Tribes, Union Pa-
cific, and the WAVE Foundation.  We are grateful to our many supporters 
and partners who sustain our work with women. 



Thank You to Our Generous Supporters  
July 2013-June 2014

Donors
Leanne Achziger
Susan Adams-Provost
Monica Alexander
Nelle Alexander
Barbara & Lafe Altier
Mona Baghdadi
Charlene Baker
Melissa Balch
Barbara Ball
Miriam Barnett
Pattie & Ralph Bastian
Sharon & Tom Beale
Kristin & Dan Belger
Lunette Birrenkott & 

Terry Healy
Phyllis Bjorkman
Carolyn Blasdel
Carol & Bob Bohlman
Cappri & David Boitano
Susan & Patrick Bouker
Mary Bradford
Kate & Bruce Bratrude
Helen Brennan, SP
Kathy Bressler
Margaret Brown
Michelle Brown
Roberta Brown
Danna & Kurt Brownlee
Elizabeth Brusco

Maureen Bryant
Wanda Buckner
Marlene Buffington
Patricia Bunney
Al & Anna Burghardt
Kim Burris
Anne Buttimer
Pam Calvin

Nancy Campbell
Erin Casey & Michael Bianchi
Stacy & Joe Cates-Carney
Erin Ceragioli
Donna Chan
Laura Chavez
Jeffrey Chvilicek
Lisa Clinton
Jacqui Cohen
Carol Colleran
Christine Colleran
Elizabeth Colleran
Evelyn Cook
Colleen Cornell
Dianna Cox

Anne Crowley
Sonja Dahl
Jo Davies
Anne Davis
Elise Degooyer
Elaine DeLappe
Maria Devore
Kim Deynaka

Bev & Greg DiMartino
Michael & Valerie Doneen
Deloros & Robert Dorey
Su Dowie
Louise Dreyer
Sr. Kay Marie Duncan, OSF
Kimberly & David Eckstein
Gayle Elliott
Margaret Elofson & 

David Marquez
Claudia Endersbe
Sheila Engle
Heidi Erdmann & 

Kathleen O’Connor
Annalu & Stuart Farber
Tabatha Farrington
Bev Fesharaki
Sue & Ken Ford
Paula & Bruce Foreman
Dorothy Fredrickson
Friends of Catherine Place
Don & Frances Gagnon
Renee Gagnon
Diane & Brendan Gallagher
Margaret Garber
Bryce & Jessica Gardner
Ileana & Gyorgy Gencsan
Kathleen Gill
Mary Gilmartin
Peggy Gosselin
Bette Graham

“I think of you often. You are an 
inspiration and bedrock of support in 
my life. Keep up the amazing work — the 
world needs you.” 

~ Molly



Jan Gray
Julia Guerrero
Dolores Hagan
Alyssa Hagmann
Pat & Jim Harnish
Rosemary Hawkins
Emmajean Haynes
Adrienne Heim

Sherry Helmke
Casey Hemmerling
Maureen & Gary Hiam
Joanne & Peter Hill
Lilah Hilton
Kathy & Bob Hitchcock
Kelli & Gary Hoekstra
Vicki Hogan
Patricia Hoppa, opa
Sara Irish
Rose & Ronald Jacobus
Sara Jaenicke
Michelle Javenshir
Michelle Johnson
Nancy Johnson
Roger & Stephanie Johnson
Judith Jones
Pat & Oscar Jordan
Marta & Sven Kalve

Mary Kay & William Larson
Susan Keith
Sally Kelly
Jane Kenyon
Robert Kerwin
Katherine Klinko
Thomas Krotkowski
Kristin Kucklick

Mary LaFalce
Katherine & Dale Lake
Annette Lanker
Barbara Larrieu
Leilani Jackson Lee
Griselda Lehrer
Darlene Letcher
Diana & James Lincoln
Jeanette Lineberry
Lynn Lomax
Ann Marie Lustig, OP
Michele MacMillan, OP
Julie & Thomas Manley
Lisa & Dan Mansfield
Judy & Pat Manza
Connie & Ron Marcoe
Marcia Marszalek
Doloris Martin
Ardine Martinelli

Jean Mason
Norman Matheson
Susan Mattern
Alana Maury
Carolyn Mayer
Billie Mazzei
Philomena McCarthy, OP
Sally McClintock
Sarah McDaniel
Kara McEvoy
Deborah McFadden
Abi McLane
Joan McLaughlin
Mary Means
Marisol Melendez
Joan & Tony Mladineo
Judy Mladineo & 

Jeff Morgan
Karen and Greg Mladineo
Rita Mladineo Brown & 

John Brown
Rob Mladineo
Oly Moran
Margaret Morency
Linda & Reg Morgan
Patty Morisset, OP
Helen Morrison
Melissa Morrison
Kay Mullen
Mary Pat Murphy, OP
Nora Murphy, OP
Peg Murphy, OP
Dana Myers
Margaret Mylet
Alison Navarrete
Dorcas Nepple
Pat & Dick Neumann
Laure Nichols
Tom Nimick
Katherine Nugent
Shannon O’Donnell
Patricia & Clark Ogle
Diane & Gregory Olshavsky
Dana Olson
Marie & Bill Orrange
Stephanie Ostmann
Jacqueline & Hans Ostrom
Diana Owens
Diane Parker
Katie Parker
Mary Jane Parrine

“By lending a compassionate, listening 
ear to someone and a shoulder to cry on 
when needed, we help them and ourselves 
at the same time.”  

~ Ileana 



Didi Pavlova
Sandy Peace
Cheryl & Michael Pelnar
Rita Phillips
Donna Pierce
Virginia & Coy Priest
Judy Quackenbush
Deborah Quigley
Jennifer Quigley
Debra & Joseph Raniero
The Rawley Family
Renea Raybell
Pamela Reed
Estelle & Les Reid
Lourdes Reymore
Dan & Paula Riley
Joyce Roach, OP
Tom Roach
Ken & Kathleen Robbins
Kellie Robertson
Gloria Rodriguez Manrique
Tandi Rogers
Imelda Romei, OP
Sandra Roszman
Beatrice Roy
Merrillee Royse

Jude Rozhon
Jody Ruhberg
Joy Ruiz-Molleston
Kathryn & Don Rule
Kaila Russell
Alyce Schaffer
Carol & Joe Scheer
Barbara Schlotfeldt
Eve & Chuck Schott
Jennifer Schott
Joanne Schott
Demetra Schwieger
Martha Scoville
Brianne Seipp
Jane Shanaman
Betty Shea
Ana Sierra

Mary Simonson
Catherine Sleavin
Ruth Smethers
Ellen Smith
Jonelle Soelling
Monica Steele
R. Scott Stephens
Kaye Stone
Jill Storlie

Marian Swanson
Megan Syverson
Debbie Tainer
Cheryl Tanneberg
Terry Tatko
Nancy Taylor
Ronald & Marguerite Taylor
Marlene Tenzler
Erin Tew
Louise & Alan Thorndike
Rosie Tingpalpong
Debby Trevino
Chuan-Chuan Tsai & 

Jim Webster
Mary Jo & Michael Tucci
Alina Urbanec

Mary Van Elk
Trudy Vermaas
Katherine Vornbrock
Mary Wainwright
Eileen Weeg
Karen & Tom Weeks
Janet Welsh
Gail Weyerhaeuser
Karin White
Darlene & Larry Wilder
Cassie Willbourn
Mary & Tom Williams
Sandy Windley
Radene Winkelman
Kathleen Wolf
Chiara Wood
Carole Wright
Mary Young
Sharon Zwick

Businesses & Groups
The Art Stop
BillielePhant Designs
C.I. Shenanigans
Canlis Restaurant
Celebrity Cake Studio
Combined Fund Drive of 

Washington
Corina Bakery & Bistro
Crossroads Treatment Center
Employees Community 

Fund of Boeing
Franciscan Health Print Shop

“Catherine Place truly offers women 
hope, peace, smiles and plenty of hugs! 
There is no place like this. I am forever 
grateful for the friendships.” 

~ Nan  



Every effort has been made 
to make this list accurate. 
Please let us know of 
any errors or omissions. 
Thank you again for your 
generous support!

Fred Oldfield Western 
Heritage & Art Center

Gayle Orth Catering
Harbor Lights Restaurant
Inscape Poetry Group
Katie Downs Waterfront 

Tavern & Eatery
Le Roy Jewelers
LovingKindness 

Meditation Group
Lowry Rentals, 

John & Kate Lowry
Lush Fresh Handmade 

Cosmetics
Marlene’s Market & Deli, 

Marlene Beadle
Metropolitan Market

Neighborhood Clinic
Olympus Women’s Spa
Pilgrim Spirit 

Communications
Pilkey, Hopping & Ekberg
Puget Sound Revels
Safeway
Seattle Mariners, Oliver Roy
Seattle Seahawks

Sisters at Seven, Women’s AA
Sisters of Providence
Sisters of St. Francis/Serra 

House
Source Yoga
St. Charles Borromeo Parish
Stadium Thriftway, 

Mike & Janet Hargreaves
Tacoma City Ballet
Tacoma Little Theatre
Tacoma Musical Playhouse
The Turning Point, 

Chiara Wood
United Way of Pierce County
University of Washington 

Athletics Department

Foundations & 
Sponsors

Carol Milgard Breast Center
Franciscan Foundation
Franciscan Health System: 

Catholic Health Initiatives
Puyallup Tribe of Indians
Quil Ceda Village/Tulalip 

Tribes Charitable Fund
Quota International of 

Tacoma
The Greater Tacoma 

Community Foundation: 
Fund for Women & Girls

The Wave Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation
Sisters of St. Dominic/

Tacoma
Sisters of Providence of 

Mother Joseph Province

In Honor of ...
Erin Ceragioli
Sr. Anthony Consilia Griffin 

& Sr. Marie Bernard 
Howard

Diane Gallagher
Sherry Helmke
Kelli Hoekstra
Mary Pat Murphy, OP
Peg Murphy, OP
Joyce Roach, OP
Eve Schott
Joanne Schott
Mary Jo Shepherd Kahler
Monica Steele
The Tacoma Dominican 

Community
The Tacoma Dominican 

New Associates
The Tacoma Dominican 

Jubilarians

In Memory of ...
Alex Cirrito
Mary Emerick
Frances Gagnon
Anne Heger, OP
Margaret McLaughlin
Rita Mladineo Brown
Nora O’Donahue
Lisa Parrino
Susan Pattenaude Ayer
Nancy Williams

“I never imagined that there could be a 
place that would serve as my anchor both 
during a difficult transition and later. So 
many helpful connections have come from 
Catherine Place radiating out like spokes 
on a wheel.” 

~ Jonelle



Our Mission
Catherine Place seeks to improve the quality of life for women, 
particularly those who are materially poor, in transition or facing 
the challenges associated with violence, loss, unemployment, 
immigration and illness. 

Printing Courtesy of Franciscan Health System

Volunteers: Generous Hearts, Helping Hands

Board of Directors
Annalu Farber ~ Kelli Hoekstra ~ Ardine Martinelli ~ Carolyn Mayer ~

Diana Owens ~ Joyce Roach, op ~ Kathryn Rule ~ Holly Stroud 

Staff
Marisol Melendez ~ Judy Mladineo ~ Peg Murphy, op ~ Eve Schott

This year, our 190+ volunteers contributed 
more than 3,660 hours of their time.  
Enormous gratitude goes to all the 
amazing volunteers who gave time 
through gardening, hospitality, office 
assistance, event planning, development 
and advocacy, resulting in 2013 Summer 
Open Houses, a Gratitude Tea, and another 
amazing Boombaballa. You are the heart and 
soul of Catherine Place and we couldn’t do it 
without you!

“This is what Catherine Place 
is like, the hug that is kind 
and fierce, soft and strong 
(kind of what women are - 
loving, caring, warm, soft, 
AND safe, strong, solid, and 
fiercely protective).” 

~ Sally
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